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ESWATINI - SWAZI CULTURE &  SCENERY TRAIL 

ITINERARY 

Day 1 

Overnight Mlilwane Rest Camp. These traditional grass dome huts "Beehives" 
are arranged in a semi-circle around a communal sandy area. Each Beehive has 
an ensuite shower and loo. 

 

Mlilwane Beehive Huts 

 

Mlilwane Rest Camp 

Day 2 

Today you have morning (three hour) and afternoon (two hour) rides over the 
Mlilwane Reserve. This is an opportunity to get to know your horse and also to 
learn more of Mlilwane Wildlife Sanctuary, eSwatini’s pioneer conservation 
area. 
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As you ride past the dams and over the grasslands, mountains and forests of 
Mlilwane, the animals you are likely to see include: zebra, warthog, crocodile, 
blue wildebeest, kudu, nyala, impala, blesbuck, reedbuck and different species 
of mongoose. The reserve is also home to a rich and varied birdlife. 

 

Overnight Mlilwane Rest Camp. 

Day 3 

Today's four hour ride starts through open grassland plains and a climb over 
the foothill of Execution Rock towards the highlands. The pace is mixed with 
canters where the going is good, slower on the hilly sections and if you 
encounter wildlife. 

 

During the morning you stop for a saddlebag picnic. 

Just before you arrive at camp, you will need to dismount and the guides will 
help you and your horse across a narrow but fast flowing stream. 
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Klipspringer camp is just a little way further alongside this river. There are 
corrals for the horses and plenty of space for the tents and showers alongside 
the river. 

Enjoy sunset by the river and later dinner cooked in the open over the camp 
fire. 

 

Overnight Klipspringer fly Camp. This mobile camp in the mountains uses 
simple two man dome tents. 

 

Day 4 
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Today is a full seven hours ride. You start from camp back across the stream 
and climb onto the mountains. Most of the ride is through commercial forest 
and when it opens out, there are great views over the countryside. 

In the afternoon there is one (very quiet) road crossing before you continue 
through the forest and arrive at Foresters Arms. 

 

Overnight Foresters Arms Hotel. This historic hotel is set within the forest 
amongst beautiful gardens rich in native flowers and trees. 

 

Double room at the Foresters Arms 
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The Foresters Arms 

Day 5 

Today's 6-7 hour rides takes you from the Foresters Arms past villages across 
open plains with superb views all round. 

 

With a picnic lunch on the way, you descend to the valley, cross a road and 
then climb into the mountains again. Today you pass by many villages and 
homesteads and see women and children as they go about their day. 

Arrive at emaSomini Camp, (The place of the Redwing Starling), in a small 
wattle forest to the side of an impressive monolith. You stay in this lovely spot 
for two nights, with stunning views over the wetland valley. 

Enjoy dinner around the camp fire. 

Overnight EmaSomini Camp. This basic camp in the mountains uses dome tents 
equipped with good camping mattresses and either sleeping bags or duvets. 
There are warm water bucket showers and eco-friendly long-drop toilets. 

 

EmaSomimi tent 
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EmaSomini campsite 

Day 6 

Today's rides of 5-6 hours take you on trails through the hills with a saddle bag 
picnic on the way. 

From the top of the mountains there are spectacular views of the valleys and 
the granite peaks of the high mountains in the distance. 

 

In the evening have dinner around the campfire. 

Overnight EmaSomini Camp. 

Day 7 

This is your final morning’s ride as you make your way back from the mountains 
on a 4-5 hour ride across the river and onto Mlilwane Reserve. 
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You say good bye to your wonderful horse and leave him to enjoy a well-earned 
rest. 

Afternoon - 

Transfer to Hlane Royal National Park. Lunch is either at Mlilwane or en route 
as you transfer by vehicle (c. 2 hrs) to Hlane Royal National Park. 

Overnight Ndlovu Camp. The thatched cottages at Ndlovu Camp have ensuite 
bathrooms and overlook a waterhole that attracts a variety of wildlife including 
white rhino, elephant and giraffe. 

 

 

Day 8 
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Today is a non riding day and starts with a dawn wildllife drive. 

In the afternoon transfer to Mkhaya Game Reserve, followed by an evening 
game drive at Mkhaya. 

Enjoy a morning game drive through the lowveld bush of Hlane, which was 
proclaimed as a National Park in 1967. This is the only opportunity in eSwatini 
to see lion and elephant and you should have good sightings. 

Black rhino have recently been introduced to Hlane but may be difficult to see. 

After lunch you are on the move again by vehicle (c. 2 hrs) to Mkhaya Game 
Reserve. 

Visitors to Mkyaha Game Reserve are escorted from the main road, through 
the reserve to the lodge, either in the morning or in the afternoon. You will be 
arriving in the afternoon and the drive to the lodge should be a wonderful 
opportunity to see many animals in the late afternoon sun. 

The sun drops quickly in Africa and it is likely to be pitch black when you arrive 
at the lodge to be shown to one of their beautiful and unique open sided stone 
and thatch chalets. There are lanterns in the rooms but you may wish to be 
able to put your hand quickly on your torch. 

Overnight Mkhaya Stone Camp. This remote lodge is set along a dry riverbed 
with forests on either side. There is no electricity and the semi-open units let 
you experience Africa close up. 

 

Day 9 

Explore Mkhaya by safari vehicles and with guides on foot following wildlife 
trails through the reserve. 
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Overnight Mkhaya Stone Camp. 

Day 10 

Transfer to Ezulwini. After an early breakfast the transfer to the bus leaves at 8 
am. 

 

 

  


